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Introduction

In the blink of an eye, technology as we know it has completely changed. Artificial Intelligence (Al) has
revolutionized how we live, work, and learn. From writing assignments, generating content, and developing
business ideas, Al has become part of everyday life. Some treat Al as a friend or even a life partner, while
others look to it for life-or-death guidance.

With this reality in mind, we seek to inspire more thoughtful conversations around the use of Al iIn music —
especially by Christian artists. In this article, we explore the different aspects of Al and the effect it can have
on artists, consumers and the industry at large. We aim to challenge the notion that it is ‘just a tool’ and
encourage deeper reflections into the opportunities and pitfalls it presents.

Our mission remains unchanged: to empower and equip believers for the Great Commission. We do this by
providing resources that help our audience to engage meaningfully with scripture, so we can think and act In
accordance with the word of God. With this article, we hope to do the same as we consider the use of Al In
music.

With the help of industry leaders, we have put together this paper to support Christian artists as they
navigate this era of Al. Through the RCV Music Awards, while we have no intention of policing the use of Al, we
aim to point Christian artists toward foundational principles for ministry and highlight potential pitfalls they
should be mindful of.

WYhat is Al?

How leading technology organisations define Artificial Intelligence:

“The theory and development of computer systems able to
perform tasks normally requiring human intelligence.”

OxfordlLanguages

“Al Is the capability of a computer to imitate intelligent human

m Microsoft behavior”

Artificial intelligence (Al) is technology that enables computers
and machines to simulate human learning, comprehension,
problem solving, decision making, creativity and autonomy.

<||I!
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Is Al just
another tool?

A highly sophisticated, advanced tool, perhaps?

Below are tasks that Al is able to perform that were previously exclusive to humans:

o Have conversations

o Study and learn from experiences

o Sound human (mimic human mannerisms, voice, language, emotion etc)
o Create Content

o Make decisions

The above traits make Al fundamentally distinct to a tool. When used to create music, Al functions as a co-
creator — and not a subservient one. As an intelligence, it shapes and guides the creative process. It
influences. In fact, Al can study the patterns and behaviors of its user to influence his/her decisions.

This intelligence makes Al something much more than another iteration of technology as we know it.

A tool relies on Its user’s ingenuity, effort and creativity to result in a comparable output. While Al may rely
on prompts from a human user, it outputs results beyond the direct control of its user. The substance and
quality of its output are determined less by its user, and more by the data sources it's trained on — giving Its
user the work, semblance and ideas of others within its data set. Ultimately, the work becomes less of a
reflection of the user and more a product of the Al itself.

Use of Al Tools

While it's more than just a tool, Al can be used as one. Unavoidably so.

All modern software, social media applications, search engines and dalily tools we use are now Integrated
with Al. This means that anyone interacting with the digital world will engage with Al in one form or another.
Artists and producers will not be able to avoid it, as the tools they use already contain Al-powered
plugins. This is not inherently bad or wrong.

Al has many benefits. It can save time, improve output quality, increase efficiency, lower the barrier to
entry for various industries, and greatly assist in research. It offers unmatched convenience in music
creation and will continue to advance rapidly.
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Al can improve productivity. However, if we do not appreciate the complexity of the concerns surrounding its
use, dependence on Al may come at a great cost. Instead of controlling it, we risk being controlled by it.

It Is crucial for artists—especially believers who see music as more than an art form, but as a vehicle for godly
ministry—to reflect deeply on the impact of Al on music.

The question i1s not whether we should use Al, but how we can best faithfully minister through our music by
allowing the Holy Spirit to lead and guide us. How can we create music out of a place of total surrender to His
divine guidance? How do we protect our craft, so it remains consecrated to God, and not influenced by worldly
data sets that Al is trained on?

Can God speak
through or use Al?

“The Lord God took the man and put him in the garden of Eden to work it and keep it.”
— Genesis 2:15

From the very beginning of time, God chose to partner with humans to bring about His purposes on this earth.
Psalm 115: 16 says, “The heavens are the Lord’s heavens, but the earth he has given to the children of man.” He
created us to worship Him by stewarding His creation. He gave the dominion mandate to man, the only creation
He made in His image. Al, by contrast, was made by humans, in their image — drawing from their intelligence.

God created the world in a beautiful and intentional order, which was disrupted when humanity chose to trust
a lie. Out of His great love, He devised a plan to redeem all of creation from the consequences of sin. He has
chosen to carry out this plan of redemption in partnership with humanity, specifically with those who are
found in Christ.

Therefore, iIf anyone is In Christ, he is a new creation. The old has passed away, behold, the new
has come. All this is from God, who through Christ reconciled us to himself and gave us the
ministry of reconciliation; that is, in Christ God was reconciling the world to himself, not counting
their trespasses against them, and entrusting to us the message of reconciliation. Therefore, we are

ambassadors for Christ, God making his appeal through us.”
— 2 Corinthians 5:17-20



As a Christian artist, who is first and foremost a minister of God'’s word, it Is important to acknowledge a clear
distinction between the word of God coming through you, a human vessel, and one that may come through a
machine.

While Al may have access to scripture, it Is not able to draw revelation. It cannot understand it the way it is
meant to be understood. It cannot draw out life from it. Al Is not anointed, so we cannot outsource our ministry
to it. Remember that Artificial Intelligence is just that - artificial.

The Bible is the living Word of God (Hebrews 4:12), fully inspired by His spirit (2 Timothy 3:16). Therefore, only
the Holy Spirit can interpret it and lead us into all truth (John 16:13).

1 Corinthians 2:10 - 16

“..these are the things God has revealed to us by his Spirit. The Spirit searches all things, even
the deep things of God. For who knows a person’s thoughts except their own spirit within
them? In the same way no one knows the thoughts of God except the Spirit of God. What we
have received is not the spirit of the world, but the Spirit who is from God, so that we may
understand what God has freely given us. This Is what we speak, not in words taught us by
human wisdom but in words taught by the Spirit, explaining spiritual realities with Spirit-taught
words. The person without the Spirit does not accept the things that come from the Spirit of
God but considers them foolishness, and cannot understand them because they are
discerned only through the Spirit. The person with the Spirit makes judgments about all things,
but such a person is not subject to merely human judgments, for,

“Who has known the mind of the Lord
so as to instruct him?”

But we have the mind of Christ.

God, through Christ, has given us His spirit and calls us time and again to draw intelligence from Him — the
only source of truth. Al, in some form, could replace humanity’'s source of truth — from the infinite God who
created everything to the finite creation of human work.

While God Is able to use anything, and anyone, we do not encourage believers to seek truth or guidance from
anywhere besides scripture (which is the final authority for a believer's life) and their local church leadership,
where they ought to be planted within a community of believers. Just because God can use anything doesn't
mean we seek truth everywhere. God has spoken through a donkey before (Num. 22:28). This doesn’'t mean
we look to donkeys for divine instruction.












3. The Trap of Quick Turnarounds

Flavor develops when food simmers on low heat. Al is marketed as a solution for speed and convenience
but at what cost? Quick outputs and shortcuts can cause us to rush the process that God uses to mold

and shape us. When seasons are rushed, we risk missing what God Is trying to teach us.

Writing a song from start to finish so quickly can result in losing the maturity that God wants to develop. In a
world that is already so fast paced and full of distractions, scripture reminds us to be still and wait on Him
(Psalm 37:7). We're invited to a life of meditation and being rooted. A life of resting in Christ. Don’t be cheated
out of this in the name of convenience and speed.

Be wary of what is being replaced by immediate output from Al prompts. Wrestle with scripture. Take time to
pray. Enjoy the process. Let God mold and shape you as you create work that will bless and shape others.
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